140     THE REMAKING OF MODERN EUROPE
ness of the executive and the excitability of the Parisian
mob a reform movement had been diverted into Revolution.
It was, indeed,' less a revolution than a collapse ' (Dickin-
son). Even down to February 1848 there was nothing in
the nature of a settled design to overthrow the bourgeois
monarchy, though France was frankly bored by it. ' La
France s'ennuie/ Thus Lamartine summarized the results
of the experiment which closed in 1848.
But despite its apparently accidental character the Revo-
lution of 1848 had a real significance. Lamartine might
SIGNIFICANCE vapour about the old catchwords of' Liberty,
REVOLUTION Fraternity and Equality'; but it was not to
OF 1848             assert these principles that the Parisian
artisan took off his coat. To him the hero of the Revolu-
tion was not Lamartine but Louis Blanc; he was looking
not for a mere political republic but for a socialist millen-
nium. The true significance of 1848 is disclosed in the
following decree (25 February).
* The Government of the French Republic engages to
guarantee the subsistence of the workman by his labour.
THE NATIONAL It engages to guarantee work to all citizens.1
WORKSHOPS The doctrines of the Organization du Travail
had indeed come home to roost. To fulfil their pledge the
Government established ' national workshops', where all
might obtain work at fixed wages. Before the end of May
there were 115,000 applicants; work could not be found for
them, and it was derisively proposed that they should be
employed to bottle off the Seine. France was threatened
with industrial ruin; the Government plucked up cour-
age to end the fantastic experiment; the Socialists
revolted; a state of siege was declared in Paris, and for
four days (25-28 June) a sanguinary conflict raged in its
streets. The Republic vanquished socialism, but destroyed
itself.
At the opportune moment a new actor stepped upon the
Parisian stage.
Prince Louis Bonaparte was the third son of Louis, ex-
King of Holland. Born in 1808 he was, after 1815, excluded